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Being the Subſtance 
OF 


Tad SERMONS, 


Preach'd in the firſt Church of CHRIST 
in Braintzee, Sept. 16th, 1739, 


On compleating the firſt Century fince the 
Gathering of it. 


By John Hancock, M. A. 4 


we preſent Paſtor. 
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Printed at the earneſt Deſire of the Hearers ; in Remembrance 
of GOD's Mercy. 


Together with ſome Marginal Illuftrations, 
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Hof. xi 1 ben Iſrael was a Chid, then 1 loved bim, and 
called my Sen out of Egypt. 

1 Chron tv, 22 And theſe are ancient Things. 

Ezra wm 12. But many of the Pri:fls, and chief of the Fathers, 
who were ancient An that had ſeen the firft*Houſe, when the 
Foundation of this Houſe was laid before their Eyes, r 
with a lcud Voice 

Rev. ii. 5. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, ana 

repent, and do thy firſt BY ores — 
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The Flock of Cukisr under my Paſtoral Care. 


Dearly Beloved, 
Sas sa OUR Importunity, and the Reaſons on 


"XI "XXX which it is founded, have prevail'd upon 
S me to publiſh theſe Diſcourſes, when * 
thing elſe could have overcome my Aver- 

8 


2 _ n _ * ur 8 eee I muſt 
| confeſs that ſuch a publick Record of the 
AE Wonders of GOD'POwer & Mercyin your 
Kreer scrlement & Increaſe to this Time, is but 
a proper Teſtimony of Gratitude to your 
great Preſerner; and may be of Uſe to perpetuate the Memory 
thereof in your Families, and throughout your Generations, that the Me- 
morial of them may not periſh from your Seed; but that the Generation 
to come might know them, even the Children which ſbould be born, who 
ſhould ariſe and declare them to their Children. With this moving 
Argument you have obtained my Conſent,and fo you will clear 
me of the Odium of withbolding more than is meet. 

Having therefore this Teftimony in your Hands, you may 
frequently review it, to ſee the Dealings of GOD with you and 
your Fathers, and your Calling to exalt him, and truſ in Him. 
Let it be a Remembrancer to fix in your Minds the Senſe of 
God's ancient loving Kindneſſes, and your ſtrongObligations to an- 
ſwer the pious Deſign of your Tranſplantation into tbis Wilder 
meſs. May thoſe Words of Grace te the People of Iſrael bg 
remembred and verified unto.us, * Thus ſaith the Lord, Iremem- 
ber thee, the Kindneſs of thy Youth, the Love of thine Eſpouſals, 
hen thou cen eſt after me in the Wilderneſs, in a Land that was 
not ſown : Iſrael was Holineſs unto the Lord, and the firſs Fruits 
of hisIncreaſe ; all that devour bim. ſball offend : Evil ſball come upon 
them, ſaith the Lerd | 

The uncommon Sufferings and Hardſhips ourFathers endur, 
ed in their weariſome Pilgrimage in this Wilderneſs io ſeek 4 
godly Seed, ſhould .endear their Memory to us, alleviate the 
Preſſure of our own Troubles, and obviate all our Complaints. 
Alas! our Sufferings are not worthy to be compared with 
theirs, in the Days of theiv Pilgrimage; who werc in Perils by 
Robbers, in Perils by their own Country- Men, in Perils by the 
Heathen, in Perils: in the Wilderneſs, in Perils in the Sea, in 
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. The DEDICATION. 


Perils among falſe Brerhren, in Wearineſs and Painfulneſs, in 


Watching often, in Hunger and Thirſt, in Faftings often, in 


Cold and Nakedneſt: Why ſhould we then complain and 
mur mur that the former Days ere better than theſe ? It is true, 
G OD may juſtly complain of us, that as we have been in- 


ereaſed, fo we ba ve ſinned againſt pigs, aud that from the Days of 


our Fathers ve are gone away from his O-dinances and have not 
kept them. But yet be bas not changed our Glory into Shame, nor 
taken bis Kingdom from us. Our temporal Prolperity and, In- 
C:cale is an encouraging Argument that we are till beloved for 
the Father"s Sake, and for the Sake of the many Thouſands in 
thi Land that fear God and think upon his Name. 

| am ſenſible of the Darkneſs and Difficulty with which 


ſome of the Aﬀairs of Government are perplexed at this Time ; 


the Province is in great Aiction, but yet we are not in Deſpair, 
lo long as our wiſe Men that are among us are our Pilots, and 
1410 with GOD. _ 

And the revival of Religion ameng all Orders and Ages of 
os, and particularly of a public chartable Spirit (* hich 
we mould all earncſtly covet) wouid greatly contribute to ex- 


teicate us from all our Dithcu)tics aud Dangers: for the Re- 


lig ion of Jetus conſults the Profperity of the State as well as of 


| the Church ; and the Practice of Godli eſs vill ſerve the great 


In creſt of both. For the Throne is eftab ſhed t R ighteouſmſe, 
and Rig! tecuſneſs exalteth a Naticn, bus Sin 15 the Reproach and 
ewill be the Rum of ary People. II u, ſpeateth the Lord of Hells, 
Hing, execute true udgment, and jbew Mercy and Comp »ſſion 
evcry Man to bis Brother, and oppreſs not the IT idow, nor the Ha- 
therleſs, the Stranger, nor ile Poor Zich. 7.9, 10. , 

Holy Brethren, Partakers of the een Call ug, let my Ccun- 
ſel be acceptable to j cu, to app:ove yourtelves good and de- 
fol Members ot the State, and ſhining Examples of Pie'y fn 


the Church, b ay ug alxvayr, wit all Proyey and Supplication in 


the Spirit. for the Peace of Vu⁰w“ m. and ſoriitng its Hood, becauſe 
ef the Houſe of the Lord Now the Lord of Pence bir If give you 
Peace always by all tans. | The Lord be ih your 15 You are 
the Sced of the birfſ f U ** and your Of ipring «ith you 1 
wile un o 101 Kthers, Hung Hen, and iu CV illlren, and ho- 
neſtly deſian the Glory of GOD and our mutual Edtfication in 
the Compoti: re and Publica ion oi the tol.o. 410g Diicourlcs ; 
* 1mbly beleec: ing the God a Otte Tail Pre. and te Gud of all - 
Grace tro ccompany the ſame with h; Eleſhing, to make me a 
t.ithtet Pittorto 104 Souls, and bits all my Adn I»; fr ations. 


to ferve che Intereſt of our common 12 1 and v4, 1o1r Jetus 


Chtiſt. I truſt you i! co: dtally ac ce pi thi Token of unſeigt ned 
Love to you, and D. lire Of your ce TH vc icitx. 
2 Der. N —— . — F. o uur 


6. 1739. Hr pe 4 Paſtor, 
JOHN HANCOCK, 
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ISAIAH LXIII. 7. 
I will mention the Loving - kindneſſes of the LORD, 


and the Praiſes of the LORD, according to all 
that the LORD bath beſtowed on us: And the, 
great Goodneſs towards the Houſe of Iſrael, which 
be bath beſtowed on them according to his Mercies, 


and according to the Multitude of bis Loving- 
kindneſſes. | 


FER 3 HIS Day compleats a Century ſince 
the Foundation of this fiſt and ancient 


ſent mutable State of Things : But 
it hath ſurvived the various Changes 


of Time, according to God's Mercies,and according to ite 
Multitude of his Loving kindnefſes, Having 1herefore 


obtained 


as we may well ſuppoſe in the pre- 


2 A Memorial of GOD's Goodneſs. 


obtained Help of God, wwe continue uno this Day, a Mo: 
nument of his ſparing rue under the vilibleDecays 
of Piety among us; and have this happy Opportu- 
nity * ro commemorate and mention the Loving kind- 
neſſes and Praiſes of the Lord, according to all he 
bath beſtowed on us in particular, and his great Good+» 
neſs towards his People in general, in the Diſpenſati- 
ons both of Grace and Providence. | 

Theſe Words are'a devout Meditation and Expreſſion 
of God's great and unwearied Goodneſs to his Church, 
and the Praiſes due unto him for it. They were ſpo- 
ken either by the Church, or by the Prophet in their 
Name, and are Written for our Learning, and if I miſ- 
take not, will afford us ſome pious Inſtructions and 
Reflections ſutable to the Buſineſs of this Day, 
Here I ſhall obſerve this important Truth as com- 
 Prehending the Senſe of theText,viz. That it has been 

the exemplary and pious Care of the Church of God 
to mention his Loving-kindneſles, and Praiſes, accord» 
Ing to all that the Lord hath beſtowed on them in the 
Riches of hisMercy ; to make a ſolemnMention & Me- 
morial of the Riches of the divineGoodneſs, as indeed 
the Church of Chriſt on Earth, the Church Militant ss ful 
of bis Riches. The Words of the Text are very empha- 
tical and full to this Purpoſe ; they abundantly expreſs 
the Memory of his great Goodneſs, they expreſs the 
greateſt Senſe and Acknowlegement of the Church of 
Iſrael, for the great Goodneſs which God had beſtow- 
ed on them and on their Fathers, according to his 
Mercies, aud according to the Multitude of his Loving- 
x indneſſes. | 

In diſcourſing on this Subje& I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, 1. That it is the Duty and hath been the pious 
Practice of God's People to preſerve and expreiz the 
Memory of his great Goodneſs to them. 2. It is alſo 
their Duty, and hath been their pious Care to expreſs 
the Praiſes of the Lord in Remembrance thereof. 


K* 8 
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Upon the Lord's Day when the Adminiftration of the 
Lord's Supper was attended, and the Church folemnly 
renewed the original Church Covenant, The Church 


was gathered on Monday Sept. 16. 1639. 1 


A Memorial of GOD's Goodneſs. 3 


I. I am to ſhew, that it is the Duty and hath been 
the pious Practice of God's People to pr- ſerve and ex- 
preſs the Memory of his great Goodnels to them, This 
is the pious Reſolution of the Church of God, Twill 
mention the Loving-kindneſſes of the Lord, according to 
all that th: Lord hath beſiowed on us, and lis great 
Goodneſs towards the Houſe of {ſracl, This ſuppoles a 
due Commemoration and Senſe thereof, and that the 
Heart is warmed with deep Meditation thereon ; For 
out of the Abundance of the Heart, the Mouth utter« 
eth the Memory of God's great Goodneſs, as the de- 
vout Pſalmiſt declares f, My Heart was bot within me, 
ahi e 1 was muſing the Fire burned, then ſpake I wirh 
my Tongue. Again, + { will remember rhe Works of tbe 

Lord; ſurely I will remember thy Wonders of old; I 
will m:dirare alſo of all ih Mork, and talk of thy Doings. 
Whereas Forgetfulneſs of God,& his wonderful Works, 
robs him of the Glory of an honourable Mention of 
them; therefore the People of God ſhould take great 
Care to keep in their Minds the Remembrance of his 
wonderſul Works both to themſelves & to the Church, 
leſt they bury any of them in ungrateful Obl:vion, and 
reſttain their grateful Acknowlegements of them: So 
they ſhould refreſh & ſtrengthen their Memory by fre- 
quent Recollection & M:ditation of them; that they 
may be always ready to mention them to the Praife of 
God. Particularly, | | 


x. It well becomes the People of God to make fo- 
lemn Mention of his Loving kindneſſes to themſelves. 
1 wil} mention the Loving-kindneſſes of the Lord, accord» 
ing to all that the Lord bath beſtowed on us, Every 
one that is godly will take particular Notice of God's 
Loving kindneſs to himſelf, and be ready to ſpeak of 
it to the Glory of God. || Come and hear all ye that 
fear God, and I will declare ubas be bath done for my 
Saul. Sa ſhould every particular Church and Society 
of Chriſtians conſider and declare what great Tings 
the Lord bath done for them ; as the Church of Iſrael 
celebrates the Memory of God's wonderful Works to 


c 


— — 


qPlalm 39. 3. + Ptalm 57. 11,12. | Plalm 66. 16. 
B | them, 


4 A Memorial of GOD's Goodneſs. 


them,“ The Lord bath done great Things for us, where- 
of wwe are glad; as in their Plantation-Growth, Preſer- 
vation, and remarkable Deliverances. from manitold 
Dangers. But how great is the Sum of them! That 
Declaration of thePſalmiſt ſhould be often in our Lips}, 
Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful Works, which 
thou baſt done, and thy Thoughts which are to us-ward, 
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee. FI world 
declare and [peak of rhem, they are more then can be nums 
bred. But the more remarkable Inſtances of God's 
Loving kindneſs ſhould be ſutably noticed&celebrated - 
by us as we are a Body of People, or a Communion of 
Viſible Saints, a Church of Chriſt 
The planting and ſettling of Churches is the Work 
of rhe Lord that he may be glorsfed. God ſends his 
Goſpel into ons Place of bis Dominion, and nat into a- 
nother, affords to one Nation the Means of Salvation, 
and not to another, one Piece is rained upon, and made 
fruitſul with the Doctrines of Grace and Salvation, 
and the n it Yasneth not, uit bers and is 
nigh unto Curſing This is a myſterious Diſpenſation 
of the infinitely wiſe, good and holy God : He giveth 
no Account of this Matter, but Righteous art thou, O 
Lord, when we plead with rhee ; 18ghtecus in all thy 
Ways, and holy in all thy Works. Shall not the Judge 
of all the Earth do right ? It muſt be reſolved into 
the divine Sovereignty ; Even ſo Fatber, for ſo it ſeem- 


ed good in thy Sight. || 


Thus it pleaſed the lovereign and only wife God to 
ſet up his Candleſticks and cauſe the Light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel to ſhine ia theſe dark Places of rhe Earth 
which were full of the Habttations of Cruelty, not 2 
Century and half ago This is the Doing of the Lord, 
and it ſhould be marvellous in our Eyes. 

Theſe Churches have abundant Cauſe to ſing of rhe 
Mercy, the diſtinguiſhing Mercy of the Lord, in plant» 
ing, watering, increaſing and defending them to this. 
Time: If it had got been the Lord who was on our Side, 
may theſe Ne w-Engliſh Churches lay, sf it had not been . 
the Lord who was on our Side, when Men roſe up againſt 


* ** 


* Plalm 126 3. + Palm 40 f. || Mat. 11. 25, 6. 
15, 


| A Memorial of GOD's Goodneſs. 5 


us, then they bad ſwallowed us up quick, av ben their rah 
was kindled againſt us. Our Help is in rhe Name f the 
Lord, who made Heaven and Earth, 

We ſhould with the Church of Iſrael of old ſet up 
our Ebeneger, | our Stone of Help and ſay, Hirberro 
hath the Lord helped us. 

This Church of Chriſt in particular ſhould do it this 
Day, Set up a Memorial of the divine Goodneſs, and 
mention the Loving kindneſſes of the Lord, according to 
all that he hath beſtowed on us. This, this is the 
Day of the Gladneſs of our Heart, for God's manifold 
Mercies to us and to our Fathers, and if ir be the Day 
of our Eſpouſals ro Chriſt we ſhall have Cauſe enough 
to rejoyce in the Lord alway, with Joy unſpeakable : 
The Lord grant it may be ſo in his good Pl-aſur e 

This is a very proper Time to recolle&, conſider - 
and rehearſe 2whas great Things Gcd bath done for us, 
as a Church and People, and for every one of us in 
particular, that we may be ſutably prepared, diſpoſed 
and quickened to praiſe the Lord for them: Let us not 
neglect and miſs the happy Opportunity, but diligent- 
ly improve it to the Glory of God, and to our Fur 
. 2 in Chriſtian Knowlege, and practical God- 

ineſs. 

2. It becomes the People of God to mention his 
great Goodneſs towards the Church in general. 7 
well mention the great Gocdneſs towards the Houſe of / 
rael, which be hath beſtowed on them. This indeed is 
a very copious Theme, and who is ſufficient to give 
the ſacred Hiſtory ? Who can utter rhe mighty Acts of 
tb Tord? Who can 2 forth all his Praiſe? But 
it is our Duty, and it ſhould be a ſacred Pleaſure to re- 
volve in our Minds, and declare with our Mouths the 
wonderful Works of God to his Church in all Ages; 
tho* we are not able to ſet them all in order. 

The Prophet, or theChurch,whoever it is that ſpeaks 
here, doth not confine the Conſideration of the divine 
Goodneſs to themſelves of that Generation, but gene- 
rouſly extends the Review of it to diſtant Ages of th= 
Church that were paſt; and mentions his great Gord. 


— 


— 
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+ 1 Sam. 7. 12. 
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6 A Memorial of GOD's Goodm(s. 


neſs to the Church in general: And indeed there is 
ſuch a ſummary of Church. Hiſtory in the holy Bible 


from the Beginning of Time as may furniſh rich Mat- 


ter for our delightfulExerciſe in the Duties of Religion, 
both for Meditation, Praiſe and Diſcourſe. O how grear 
i5 his Goodne/s which he hath beſtowed on the Church 
from Age to Age. - 8 

As the Church cf Iſrael were formed and preſerved 
by a Series of remarkable Providences, ſo God took 
Care to preſerve the Remembrance thereof in ſeveral 
Ways to the lateſt Polterny., Particularly, 

Of their very remarkableDeliverance from the Zg yp- 
tian Bondage, and miraculous Preſervation in the Wil- 
derneſs forty Years, till their Introduction and Settle- 
ment in the Land of Canaan. Theſe Things are ſo full 
of the Wonders of God's Power & Mercy that they well 


deſerved to be commemorated and acknowleged 


in all their Generations, and indeed in all Ages of the 
Church. 15 | | 
Accordingly, God commanded his People Iſrael to 
tranſmit the Knowlege of them down to all their Ge- 
nerations : That cue Generation might praiſe his Works 
70 another . That the Generatson to come mig ht Rnow 
them even the Children which ſhould be born, who fhould 
art/e and declare them to theer Children, that they mig ht 


ſet th ir Hope in God, and not forget the Works of God, 


but keep hi: Commandments + We have heard with our 
Ears, O God, our Fathers baue told us whas Work thou 
didſt in their Days, in the Times of old. 

This was ons wile and effectual Method God took 
to preſerve the Knowlege of his Will and Works in 
the Chuich of Tiracl, viz: PA AEN TAL INSTR 9 CTION, 

Moreover, God jaſticuted ſeveral Memorials or Mo- 
numents of his wonderful Works of Mercy to them. 
do the Paſſover was inſti:uted 1 Remembrance of bis 
Aercy in bringing them out of Egypt, when he eu 
all the Jirſi- bern in Angyßpt, a Night to be much ob- 


jerved to the Lord in their Genera ions. t ſhall 
. come to paſs, when your Children ſhall ſay unto you, 


Fiat mean yeu by this Service ? That ye ſhall ſay, It is 


e 
* 
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* Plalm 38 beg. + Plalm 44 1. + Exe l. 12. 26, 37- F 
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rhe Sacrifice of the Lord's Paſſover, who paſſed over the 
Houſes of the Children of Hrael in A2Z:ypr, when be ſmote 
rhe Agypti ans, and delivered our Houſes. Yea, ſo great 
was the DDelivexance, that God hath preſerved the Me- 
mory of it in the. Preface to the Decalogue or Moral 
Law, which is in theſe Words, * I am the Lord thy God 
which have breug ht t hee cus of the Land F Egypt, out 
of rhe Houſe of Bondage. You may obſetve allo, that 
in the Repetition of the Law of the Sabbath f, the 
Obſervation of it is enforced upon the Iſraelites, from 
the Conſid-ration of that Deliverance, And remember 
that thou waſt a Servant in the Land of AEzypt, and 
that the Lord thy God brought thee out rhence through 
a mighty Hand, and by a ſtretched-cut Arm, therefore 
the Lord thy Ged commanded thee to krep the Sabbath- 
Day : Though originally inſtituted in Memory of the 
Creation. + 

The Song of Maſes recorded in Exodus 15. is a ſtand. 
ing Memorial of the great Deliverance God gave 
them by the Deſtruction of the Hoſt of the Egypti- 
ans in the Red-ſea. 

Their miraculous Preſervation in the Wilderneſs 
ſoity Years, where God fed them with Manna, and 
gave them of the Corn of Heaven,and they did ear Angels 
Food, was commemorated by the Golden Pot that bad 
Manna. and was put in the Ark within the Vail 

In like manner, God was pleaſed to preſerve the 
Remembrance of his miraculous Work #2 dividing the 
Vaters of Jordan for the Armies of Iſrael to pals lafe] y 
through, as on diy Land, by cauſing relive Srones te be 
taken ous of rhe midſt thereof, and ſer up is Gilgal for 4 
Memorial forevert}- Thus Godmade his wonderfull: rs ic 
be remembred, his wonderful Works to the Houſe ofl(rac], 
in that remarkable Period from their memorable Deli. 
verance out of Ayypr, to their Introduction to Ca. 
aan, Which prepared their Way for their future Eſta» 
bliſhment and Proſperity 

As God hath had a Church in the World from the 
Beginn ing, ſo he hath taken ſpecial Care of its Pre+ 


. 
3 
* 


* Exod. 20. 2. J Deut. 5. 15. + Gen. 2.3. 1 Heb. 9, 4 


Exod. 16. 352, &c. || Joſh. 4 6, 7. 
ſervation 


8 A Memorial of GOD's Goodneſs. 


ſervation and Support: It is built upon Chriſt the Rock 
of Ages, ſo the Gates of Hell ſhall nos prevail againſt 
it. The Purnsng-Buſp is not conſumed. Many a Lime, 


may the Church ſay, haue they affiifted me from my Tub, 


yet they baue not prevail d againſt me. The World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil act in Confederacy againſt it, 


yet it ſtands ſecure againſt all the Aſſaults that have 


been made upon it, from Earth and Hell. The Lord 
is in the midſt of it, itsGlory and Defence, For J, ſaith 
the Loyd, will be unto ber a Wall of Fire round about, 
and the Glory in the midſt of her ||. | 
Sometimes the Glory of the Church has been made 


thin, and the true Worthippers of God have been few 


in Number, yea very ſerv. 


In the Time of great Declenſion in the Church of 


of Iſrae!, in the Days of the Prophet Elijab, he veri- 
ly thought in himſelf that he only was left, and of rhe 
People there was none with him, that feared God, and 
t Bougbt upon bis Name, no nor one, But yet at that 
Time there was a Remnant Jeſt *, © God always pre- 
ſerves a Remnant in the heavieſt Judgments which he 
bringsupon his People“. Remnant ſhall be ſaved in Times 
of the greateſt Deſection & Apoſtacy from the Faith. 
So in the Times of antichriſt ian Superſtition and Ty- 
ranny for ſeveral Centuries together, before the dawn- 
ing of the Reformation, the chriftian Church ſeem'd 


to be buried in the Rubbiſh; Darkneſs covered rhe | 


Church, and groſs Darkneſs the People: And there 
was but little Hope of its Recovery and emerging out 
of that ſinking and ruinous State, but then it was Tims 
for God to work, with whom all Things are poſſible ; 


by whom elſe fhruld Facob arsſe when he is ſmall and 


it hout Strength, to his former Strength, Beauty and 
Glory? And indeed God raiſed up ſome Confeſſvrs of 
Chriſt and his ſacred Truths in the moſt decliniog and 
corrupt State of the Church, ſome of whom ſealed the 
Truth with their Blood; | 'till at length above two 

| 1 hundred 


— 


eech 2. 5. 1 Kings rg. 14 18. x 

f The learned De. Edwards in his Anſwer to that Objection 

ol the Papiſts, 7 hat the Proteſtant Religion, is new and upſtart, 
„ hay 
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hundred Years ago, God raiſed up and inſpired a Luis ber, 
one of the Wonders of the Church, with Zeal and 
Courage to preach againſt the Pope's unchriſtian Mau- 
dates, and begin a Reformation of Religion + And 
he lived to ſee this glorious Work go on proſperouſly 
in ſeveralParts of Germany, Switzerland, &c. In England 
alſo he ſaw ſeveral Attempts made towatds à Refor- 
mation by Means of Archbiſhop Cranmer who hap- 
pily laid the Foundations, of it “. Aſter Zurber's 


Death 


= mn 1 


2 


* 


has given us a Catalogue of the Confeſſors of Chriſt and 
his ſacced Truths from the Riſe of Popery in the ſeventh © 
Century, to the Time of Reformation in the ſixteenth Cen- 
tury Among many other glorious Defenders of the Faith, 
theſe that follow deſerve a particular Mention: viz. Bede. 
— Scotus. Smaragdus. Bereng arius. Bernhard. Peter 
Waldo. Gulielmus Paviſienſis. John Dun Scotus. Nicolas 
Lyra. Jobn Wickliffe. William Santre Pariſh Piieft of 
London, who was burnt alive Feb. 26. 1400. He was the 
firſt that ſuffered Death in England by that bloody Act, 


De Heretico Comburendo; tor Hereſy. That bloody Statutz 


flood unrepeal'd till 1667. Rapin. 


In the fifteenth Century alſo in Bobemia appear'd Jobn Hus 


and Jerome ol Prague, who for oppoſing the popiſh Errors 


were condemned to the Stake by the Council of Conflance. 
Then in the fixteenth Century flouriſhed that eminent Res 


former, Martyn Luther, and others, 


Thus there have been Teſtimonies againſt Popery in every 


Age, and the true Proteſtant Religion may be fairly vin» 
dicated from the Imputation of Novelty, 


+ Martin Luther was an Auguſtine Fryar and Profeſſor in 


Divinity in the new Univerſity at Firtemberg in Germany, 
ho in 1517 alarmed thePope, by publiſhing ſome Wiiiings, 
not without ſome ſatyt ical Remarks upon the plenary In- 
dulgences granted by Pope Leo 10. and ordered to be pub- 
lickly fold at fo moderate a Price, that a Man muſt have 
been very carelets of his own Salvation not to purchale 
them. This Sale of Indulgences was made on Pretence 
of carrying on the War wuh rhe Turks. Hence ſprung 


the glorious Reformation from Popery. Rapin. 


Thomas Granmer that eminent Reformer and venerable 
Prelate commenced Doctor in Divinity in 1523. He was 
born at Aſlackion in Nottivohamſhire 148 9. Burnet, Who 
having been Profcefor at Cambricge had loſt his Place 1 

eing 
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Death . God ſormed many uſeful Inſtruments to carry 
on the Reformation from Popery, till whole Nations 
andKingdoms became Proteſtant ||, And eſpecially in 
the Engliſh Nation which has been very much the 
Glory and Bulwark of the Reformation co this Time, 
and God grant it may be ſo even to the Conſum- 
mation of all Things f. Thus the State of theChurch 
has been chequer d with Light and Darkneſs, but 2% 
Glcry of God hath ſhined through the thick Darkneſs, 
and bas been a Light unto it, and we truſt in God that 
he will ill appear in his Glory and build up Zion in 


, / 


all Generations. "= 
Moreover, as it becomes the People of God to utter 


the mighty Acts of rhe Lord to his Church in general, 
and ſpeak of his Glory in the Defence and Preſervation 


1 — 


—_— 


being married. He had travelled into Germany where he 

bad read Luther's Works, and embraced his DoQtrines. 

Waiſt he was only Doctor, and in Quality of Præceptor 

in a Gentle man's Houle at Walibam; he opened the Way 

for King Henry VIII. Divorce, 1529. from which Time 
he was ordered to follow his Court, and was ever in great 

Eſteem by that Monarch. Cranmer ſuffered Mardyrdom 

in Queen Mary's Reign, March 21. 1556, in the 67th Year 

of his Age Ropin - ; 

+ Luther died at Eiſleben in Saxony, Feb. 18. 1546, in tic 

"63d Year of his Age. It is remarkable that he died 
quietly in his Bed, in the midſt of a Multitude of popiſi 
Enemies, who had often thirſted for his Blood, an Inftance 

of the powerful Protection of di ine Providence towards 
his faithfil Servants; who has ſaid, touch not mine anointed, 
and do my Prophets no Harm, Pſalm 105. 15. 

[| The Dyet of the Empire ar Spire making a Decree againſt 
the Reformation, April 19. 1529. ſeveral of the Princes 
of the Empire publickly read chew Proteſt againſt it, 
whence the Reformed take the famous Name of Pro- 
teſtants. . 3 | 

ft As Biſhop Rialy and the venerable old Biſhop Latimer 

were burning at the Stake, Octob. 16. 1555, Latimer pro- 

pheſied that they tuo ſbould Iight ſuch a Candle in England, 
as by God's Grace would never be extinoujhed. Fox. May 

God ariſe aud ſhine upon his own Wok, cauſing it to 

ſhine more and more unto the perfect Day, of Refliturion 


of al! Things. 
oi 
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of it to this Day, ſo it becomes them to mention his 
great Goodneſs to it in all the Revelations of his Word 
and Spirit, from the firſt and ancient Promiſe of the 
Meſſiab, in Gen 3. 15. to the compleating of the ſa- 
cred Canon is the Fuln of Tims: By which the 
People of God in all Ages of the Church bave had the 
Knowlege of his Will, and the Way of Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt revealed to them, more dakly indeed 
under the moſaick Diſpenſation, and diſtant Ages of 
it, but now cleaily and univerſally by the Goſpel, and 
the Promulgation of it among the Gentiles. 

For many Ages the Church was very much confin'd 
to the Jews within the Limits of Canaan, to them per- 
rained the Adoption, the Glory, and the Covenants, and 
ihe giving of the Law, and the Service of God, and the 
Promiſes, and of whom as concerning the Fleſh, _ 
came who is over all God bleſſed for ever Thus Þ 
ſheued his Word, Statutes, and Judgments to Vrael, be 
bad mt dealt ſo with any Nation. 

But when Chriſt the Glory of his People Iſrael, was 
manifeſted to them, in the Fulneſs of Time, he ſpread 
the Kaowlegz of God and his Grace, preaching Peace 
to them that were afar off, and to them that were nigh, 
both to Jews and Gentiles : And gave it in Commiſſi 
on to his Apottles to chriſtianize the whole World of 
Mankind, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature: 
So the Sctipture was fulfilled ||, Te People which. [as 
in Darkneſs, ſaw great Lipht, and to them which ſat in 
the Region and Shadiw of Death, Light is ſprung up. 
And thus Chriſt is a Light to lighten the Gentiles, 28 
well as the Glory of his People Iſrael. The Gentiles 
came to his Light, and Kings to the Brightnefs of his 
Riſing: So the Church of Chriſt has commenc'd Chtiſti- 
zn and Catholic. | | 

The Goodneſs of God in revealing Chriſt and the 
ſaving Doctrines of the Goſpel to the Church is very 
great; Surely God is good to Tſrael | 

The Church is the Repoſitory of the Revelations 
of God, and is intriſted with the Care of them; 
They ſhould be kept. pure and uncorrupt, and 


— 


n . _ * We * 2. — — on 


f| Tai 9. 1, 2, cmpared with Mat. 4 14, 15, 16. 60 


— 
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ſo tranſmitted down to the lateſt Generation. The 
Fat her to the Children ſhall make known thy Truth, f 

And now, my Breth:en, Lat our Hearts be warmed 
with a lively Seofe of rh? Loving-kindreſſes of rbe Lord 
to our ſelves, and his great Goodnej, io his Church, 
and in his Temple Jer every one of us ſpeak of his 
Glory, and ſhew fo:th his Praile. | 

The Foundation of our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, 
and Liberty, was laid by our pious Fathers when they 
embodied in Church:State heie this Day an hundred 
Years ago, by a ſolemn Covenant + Bleſled be theLord 
God of our Fathers who inclin:d their Hearts to lay 
ſuch an early and good Foundation for themſelves and 


for their Children againſt the Time ro come, when they 


were but few in Number, but eight Perſons: And 
bleſſed be bis glorious Name that he has built us vp 
and not pluck'd us down: We truſt that ve are built 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus 
Cbhriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Sone, in whom all 
the Building filly framed together, groweth unto an holy 
Temple in the Lord According to the Grace of 
God which was given to our Fathers, as ws/e Maſter- 
Builders, they laid the Foundation, and others builded 
thereon ; but let every Man take heed how he build. 
eth thereupon, no! Wood, Hay and Stubble, ſuch Things 
as will ſoon periſh, and not bear the fiery Trial; but 
let us, build upon it, Geld, Silver and precious Stones 


Which ſhall abide the Trial, for the Fire ſhall try every 


Man's work, of what Sort it is, if any Man's work 4 
ide, he ſoall receive a Reward, sf any Man's work 
ſhall be burn, he ſpall ſuffer Loſs. . 

Let us be careful to ſohow the Piety and Ze al of our 


Fathers who firſt ſettled this Country aad this Church. 


Let us mor be f{r1b{ul, but followers of them who thro 
Faith and Hatiencè inherit the Promiſes. 

We that arc joined together in Church-Fellowſhip, 
profef: to have laid the HFundation of Repentance fret 
derd works, and of Faith towards God. Thereſore 
leaving the Principles of the Doctrine Cbriſi let us 


F Ii 38. 19. + See the Covenant with the Names of the 
eight original Members in the Appendix. 
ö 80 
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go on unto Perfection. And, O that the Spirit of God 
and of Glory may reſt upon us, and aſſiſt us in the ſo- 
lema Acts we are about to perform, in renewing the 
Dedication of our ſelves to God, in renewing the Co. 
venant that the pious Fathers of this Church entred in- 
to at the gathering of it, and in the Celebration of the 
| Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, that all may be done 
heartily as ro the Lord, and not to Men, to the Glory 
of God, and our mutual Edification and Comfort ; that 
ſo the ſolema Tranſactions of this Day may be accept; 
ed of God, and turn to eur Salvation, thro our Pray- 


er, and the Supply of the Spirit of Jus Chri/t, to whom 
be Glory in the Church throughout all Ages World 


Without End, Amen. 


— 


The Second SERMON. 


— 1 — — 


Hing in the Morning opened the firſt general 
Head, which is to thew, That it is the Du y and 
hath been the pious PraQtice of God's People to pre- 
ſerve and expreſs the Memory of his great Goodneſs 
to them, I ſhall now apply my ſelf, by divine Aſſiſt- 
ance, to ſhew in the ſecond Place, That it is alſo theic 
Duty, and hath been their pious Care, to expreſs the 
Praiſes of the Lord in Remembrance thereof ; { will 
mention the Praiſes of the Lord &c. 

The bleſſed God is worthy to be praiſed : The Ful- 
neſs and Glory of his own Perfectioas ſhining forth in 
his Word and Works, challenge the Adoration and 
Praiſes of the whole World, All his Works ſpall praiſe 
him, and his Saints ſpall bleſs bim O give Thanks un- 
ro rhe Lord, for be is good, for his Mercy endureth for 
ever. Worthy is the Lord to receive Bleſſing & Praile, 
for all the Diſplays of his Glory in the Works of Crea- 


tion, Providence and Redemption, O h Men weuld 
"GB pr aiſe 


1 
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praiſe the Loyd for bis Goodneſs, and for bis wonderſu} 
wor ks to the Children of Men | All the Hoſts of Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhould join in this divine Service, Let 
every Thing that hath Breath praiſe the Lord. Thus 
we ſee the Lord is great, and greatly to be praiſed, 
and his Greatneſs is unſearchable ; Who can ſpew forth 
all his Praiſe ? The Book of Pſalms is full of che high 
Praiſes of God, and to mention them ## order would 
be to repeat a great Part of it: Praiſe ye ihe Lord, 
— for Praiſe is com:ly for the Upright. 

1. It has been the pious Practice of the ſtanding 
Church of God to praiſe him for his Loving kindue ſſes 


to themſelves. Twill mention rhe Praiſes of the Lord, 


according to all that he hath beſtowed on us. The de- 
vout Pſalmiſt very frequently calls upon his own Soul, 
and upon the Church of God to praiſe the Name of 


the Lord, for his great Mercies to himſelt and them. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul. * Bleſſed be the Lord, for 
be path ſhewed me bis marvellous Loving kindneſs, — 
So he invites the Church of Iſrael to celebrate his 
Praiſes, + Prasſe the Lord, O Feruſalem, praiſe thy God, 
O Zion, for he hath done great Things for them, both 
upon temporal and ſpiritual Accounts, as the Plalmitt 
proceeds to teſtify in the following Veiſes. 

It well becomes every Soul apart, every Family 
apart, and every particular Church and Congregation 
apart to celebrate the Praiſes of the Lord with joyful 
Lips, and with ſincere Hearts, that is, in the moſt chriſ< 
tian and graciousManner, for whoſo thus offereth Praiſe, 


1 lor iſiotꝶ God. 


Every particular Church of Chriſt and Communion 
of Saints, have Reaſon, more or leſs, to mention the 


| Praiſes of the Lord, for his marvellous Loving-kindneſ5 


to them ; and they ſhould be ready to this delightful 
and heavevly Em ly ments and frequently exerciſe 
themſelves in it: every Member ſeparately, and all 
the Memb-rs conjointly ; eſpecially on ſome ſolemn 
Occaſions of Recollection and R joycing in the Good- 


_ neſs of the Lord, ſuch as is this Day, wherein we are 


celebrating the Memorial of Chriſt's Reſurrection, and 


175 
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*'Pſalm 31. 21, + Palm 147. 12. 
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by a wonderful Concurrence of Circumſtances, we are 
alſo commemorating the Favour of Chriſt in the Plan- 
tation, Preſervation, and Increaſe of this Church for a 
Century paſt, Let us then ſay among the Heat ben, the 
Lord hath done great Things for us, whereof we are 
glad, we 141} rejoyce and be glad in bis Saluation, for 
under his Shadow we ſhall live among the Heathen, 
Let us fing unto the Lord, for he bath triumphed glors. 
ouſly the Lord is cur Strength and Song, and be is bo. 
come our Salvation; He is cur Ged, and we well pre- 
pare him an Habitation, our Fathers G d, and we wil 
exalt him 

If we exerciſe our ſelves in the ſerious Conſiderati- 
on and Meditation of God's wondeiful Works to us 
we ſhall find Matter enough for de vout and affeCEtio« 
nate Thankſgiving to his glorious Name. Who can 
refrain himſelf upon this ſolemn Occaſion ? Who can 
but propheſy ? Who is ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs as to re- 
ſtraia the Praiſes of the Lord? The Lord bath ſpoken, 
Have nouriſbed and brcugbt up Children; He is cur 
Father that hath bought us, be hath made as and eſta< 
bliſhed us. Let it never be ſaid, Tell it not in Gatb, 
that we Have rebelled againſt him. Such was the ſhame- 
ful Charge God, faſtned upon his People Iſrael, after 
all his Kindneſs to them, in 9, & 10 Verſes of the 
Context, In all their Affliftion he was afflicted, and 
rhe Angel of bis Preſencs ſaved them In his Love and 
in his Pity he redeemed them, and be bare them, and 
carried them all the Days of old, but they rebelled and 
vexed his Holy Spirit. Let us take heed leſt we fall 
After the ſame Example of Diſobedience. 

2. It has alſo been the pious Practice of the People 
of God to celebrate his Praif.s ſor his great Goodneſs 
to the Church in general. I uill mentson the Praiſes 
of the Lord, according to the great Goodneſs roxeard; the 
H.uſe of Iſr a:l, which he bath beſtoꝛved on t bem, according 
10 his Mercies, and according io the Multirude of his 
Loving kindneſſes. Here is an uncommon Fulnels and 
Fluency of Speech, proceeding out of the Abundance 
of the Heart of the Speaker, to expreſs the extraordi- 
nary Kindnefles of God to his Church, 
As God has teken Care to preſ-rve the Memory of 
his Goodneſs to Iſrael, in ſeveral Ggaificant s 

0 
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ſo they have in Obedience to the divine Authority ce- 
lebrated the Memorials thereof, _ 

Particularly, the Inſtitution of the jewsſp Paſſover 
in Remembrance of God's delivering them out of the 
Egyptian Bondage, which they obſerved to the Lord 
in their Generations, to the Period of the Moſaick j ! 
nomy: When Chriſt the true Paſſover was ſacrificed 
for us, and inſtituted the Ordinance of the Supper as a 
ſacramental Repreſentation of his Death to be obſer- 
ved in the Chriſtian Church, to the End of the World, 
For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 
ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till be come, 

So the Change of the Sabbath was made in Com- 
memoration of the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, as it was firſt 
inſtituted to be a Memorial of the Creation of the 
World. For he that is entred into his Reſt, he alſo hath 
ceaſed from his own works as God did from bis ff.. 

The jewiſh Church had many publick Records and 
Memorials of God's Wonders to them of old, as the 

Song of Moſes, in Memory of their Deliverance at the 
Red. ſea : The Song of Deborah and Barak, rehear- 
fiag the righteous Acts of the Lord, and ex pre ſſing 
his Praiſes for delivering them from the Hand of S- 
ſera ll. What a publick aud grateful Teſtimony did 
King Solomon give of God's Covenant Faithſulneſs with 
the Iſtae litiſhChurch at the Dedication of the Temple ? 
Bleſſed be the Lord that hath given Reſt unto bis 
People, Iiratl, according to all that he promiſed, 
there bath not failed one Word of all his good 'Promiſe, 
which he promiſed by the Hand of Mies his Ser- 
vant, And what is the 136th Pſalm but a Song of 
Praiſe and ſtanding Memorial of God's great Goodneſs 
to them, beginning and ending with a ſole mo Exhorta- 
tion of Praiſe to God? For he is good, for his Mercy 
endurerh fort ver: Which Clauſe is repeated in every 
Miiſe of the Pſalm, viz. twenty-ſix Times We read 
alſ of the Song of the Church in the New-Teſtament, 
They ſung a neu Song, ſaying, Thou art u orthy to take 
rhe Book, and to open the Seals thereof, fir thou waſi 
Hain, and haſt redeem:d us to God by thy Blocd, out of 


pI 
— — — 


1 Heb. 4.10. + Exod, 15. I Judges 5. * Kings 8. 56. 
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every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and Nation So 
we have the Song of the Angels, and of the Church, ſay- 
ing with a loud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
/lain, to receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bl-ſſing f 
Thus the Church gives unto God the Glory due 
unto his Name,and ſhews forth his Praiſe from Age to. 
Age: One Generation ſhall praiſe thy Works unto ano- 
ther, and ſhall declare thy mighty Acts: They ſhall a. 
bundantly utter the Memory of thy great Goodneſs, and 
ſhall ſing of thy Reghteouſneſs +. | 
Mcreover, confidering that all the Inſtances of God's 
Loving kindneſſes both to our ſelves and others, are 
free and unmerited, we muſt acknowlege our ſelves 
to be under all poſſible Obligations of Love and Gra- 
titude to the gracious Donor of them. y Grace we 
are ſaved : By the Grace of God, we are what We are: 
Every gocd Gift, and every perſect Gifs is from above, 
Thus it is ſaid in the Text, which be hath beſtowed on 
them, according to his Mercies, and according to the Mul- 
titude of his Loving · kindneſſes: This is the trueScaurce 
and Fountain of all our Blehngs, and we hold all of 
his free Mercy. Glory be to God in rhe bigheſt. Let 
us praiſe God according as we have thought of his 
Loviogkindneſs, in the midſt of his Temple: And ſuch 
as fear the Lord, will ſpeak often one to another. 


I have now finiſhed the doctrinal Part of my Text, 
and ſhall now proceed to make ſome Aepricartion 
of what has been ſaid ; Firſt, With Reſpect to this 
Church andCongregation in particular. Secondly, With 
Reſpe ct to the Churches in this Land in general, ac- 
cording to the Direction of the Text. 

1. This Doctrine invites us to mention to the Praiſe 
of God rhe Multitude of bis Mercies to this Church 
and Congregation in particular, Let us be conſtrained 
to it let the Multitude of his Loving · kindneſſes con- 
ſtrain us, and let us not forget any of his Benefits: Let 
vs this Day remember the, Works of the Lord, and bis 
Fonders of old: And I defire to be yourRemembrancer 


. 8 


Rey. 5.9, 10, 12. f Palm 145. ; 
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of thefe Things before the Lord, to ſpeak of his 
_ Glory in his holy Temple, that God may be glorificd, 
and we our ſelves iuſtructed and comforted. 

Now then, Let us look back to the original Planta» 
tion and Settlement of this Town and Church, and 
obſerve the ſeveral Steps of divine Providence in our 
Riſe, Growth and Eftabliſhment as it is this Day, ac. 


an Account of theſe ancient Things, as may be; profi- 
table to your religious Improvement. 

One of the firſt Settlements and Plantations in the 
Maſſachuſerts-Bay *, was begun here, Anno 1625 f, 
by Capt. Wollaſton and others, but they continued not 

long together in that Place, 


— — — — — — — 5 — 
* * | 


* There was a Settlement in H:ſaguſſet now Weymouth, by 
Mr. Hefton's People in 1622, who proving an unruly 
Company, having no good Government over them, were 
broken up in one Year : And an additional Settlement of 
a better Sort of People from Weymouth ia England, in 
1626. There were alſo ſome ſtraggling Plantations at 
Mantasket and Cape Ann. | 

See the Rev. Mr. Prince's Annals. &c. 

F Captain Wollaſſon began his Plantation in good Circum- 
ſtances, being well provided with Servants, Stores, &c. 
Deputy Governovr Dudley ſays, there came thirty with 

him From him this Place took the Name of Meunt Wol- 
laſton. Mr. Hubbard ſays the Captain ſpent much Labour, 
Colt, and Time in planting at Mount N ollaſfon. Mr. 
Prince conjectures he only tried the Crops of the nexs 
Summer, and finding Things not anſwer his Expectation 
he removed to Virginia, with a great Part of his Servants 

in the Fall 1626. | 

But one Mr. Morton whom he left there with Part of the 
Company, fell to great Licentiouſneſs and Prophaneſs, till 
the good People in their ſcattered Plantations in the Maſ- 

Jachuſettu- Bay, unite with I'\ymouth Government, and go 
and ſupprets them, and ditperſe the worſt of the Com- 
pany, leaving the more modeſt here, and fending Morton 
to England „ich a Meſſenger and Letters to inform againſt 
him, for his wicked and iu ſuffcrable Behaviour, 

%%% ͤ ou 
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Theſe Lands were afterward granted to Boſtos by 


the General Aſſembly of the Maſſachuſerrs +, vize 
Anno 1634. | 


The Settlement was ſoon carried on by ſundry Ins 


hibitants who came'chi«fly from Boſton, and hadGrants 
of Land from that Town for their Encouragement. 
They were erected into a Townſhip Aono 15640 by 
the Name of Praineree. | 


The Rev. Mr. Wycelwright preached ſome Time to 


this Part of the Church and Town of Zoſton, and ac- 


quired large Poſſe ſſions here f. 


— "IT © tn + 83 i... r . 


* * _—_ * jy ti. At 1 + ks 4. 8 
” * — 


+ The Words of the Grant in the publick Records of this 
Province run thus, viz. Ar a General Court held at New» 
ton Sept. 3. 1634, It is ordered that Boffon ſhall have En- 
largement at Mount Wollaßon and Rumney-Marſb. The 
Bounds were ſettled April 13. 1636. 
* Ar a General Court of Elections held at Boſton, 13. May 
1640. The Petition of the Tahabirants of Mount Wollaſton 
was vored, and granted them to be a Town according io 
the Agreement with Boſton, and the Town is to be called 
Braintree, | | 
+ This worthy Gentleman's Character and Conduct are ſet 
in a cl-ar Light by the acute Author of the late Anſwer to 
a printed Letter &c. relating to the Miniftry Land in 
South King ſton, Narraganſett, Page 3. I ſhall gtve my 
Reader a ſhort Abſtract thereot, viz. | | 
Mr. Jheekvright, ſays he, was a noted Preacher of 
« the congregational Way, and fo remain d as long as he 
lied: He u as a Member of Boſen Church, was defir'd 
© by many to be their Teacher, with Mr. Cotton and I il. 
fon, but the Church being fo well ſupplied, the Church 
„ by Vote on Oct. 30 1636. allowed him to pre: ch ro 
ſome of their Members remoy*d to Braintree for the pre - 
* paring for a Church gathering there as the Vote expreſſes 
„it: Was in the ſame Sentiments with Mr. Cotton, who 
in his May of Cngregational Churches cleared, expreſles A 
great Value for him, and expreſly tells, us tho' he gave 
* ſomeOffence in ſome Paſſages at theAfembly Ewhich he 
© fince upon further Conference & Cenſidet ation retract- 
ed) yer netther the Church nor my ſelf (notwithftand- 
© ing thoſe unſa fe Expreſſions) did ever look at him eithee 
© 25 an Aminomian or Famtift : Many of us knew chat 


* he had taken good. ins againſt hotl & n that veryPlace 
f „% where 
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Aſter Mr. Wheelwright's removal from Braintree, the 
Rev. Mr. William TLompſon and Rev, Mr. Henry Flynt 
ſoon ſucceeded in the ſacred Miniftry : And embodi- 
ed in Church Fellowſhip with ſix others, by that Co- 
venant which this Church have ſolemuly rene wed this 
Day at the Lord's Table 4x. 

Shortly after Mt. Thompſon and Mr. Flym were or- 
daine d, the former to the Office of Paſtor, and the lat- 
ter to the Office of Teacher to the Church, as the 
Cuſtom of theſe Churches then was“. 


Soon 


— 


— — 


« where he was wont to preach, that 1s Braintree then a 
« Branch of Boon Church | 2 

% The State indeed did cenſure Mr. Jþeelwright in 
4 March 163 6,7 not for his Opinions but for a Sermon which 
te they judg'd contemptuous and ſeditions. And in Novemb. 
4e following, disfranchiſed and baniſbed him for juſtifying 
« the ſame Yet Boſton Church never ſaw Cauſe to centure 
4% him. But on Jan. 6. 16 38,9. they diſmiſs'd him with 
« ſome others of the Brethren to the Church of Exeter : 
„% After which he was reconcii'd to the Court, afterwards 
© became Paſtor of the congregational Church ar Hells, 
« and in 1662, of the congregaitonal Church at Salisbury, 
© where he iv'd in great Eſteem to his Death in 1679. 

It is certain the Proceeding of the Government againſt 
Mr. Wheelkoright and others much grieved and offended 
many good People in the Colony, and tome removed to 
Rhode- Iſland, among whom was William Coddington Eſq; 
the munificent Donor of our School Lands, which now 
rent at 1.142 from which this Town have reaped great 
Benefit in good Schools for many Years paſt. 
The good People at Rhode /ſland, quickly ſent to the 
«& ſaid Mr. V heelwrigbt, and urged him much to come 
« ro them, but he refuſed their earneſt Invitation and Call 


« of him to minuiſter to them: This cannot be ſufficiently re- 
« gretted. | 


+ The Church both Males and Females reneu ed the origt- 
na! Covenant, by ſtanding up and teſtify ing their Content 
unto it, and Reſolution by the Grace of God, to continue 

faithful in it unto the Death _ | 

* Mr Thompſon was ordained eight Days after the Church 
was gathered, viz, Sept 24. 1639, and Mr, Fynt 17. 
of March following. This was the aoth Church gathered 
in the Maſſaciuſctts Colony. 8 

9 5 * 
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Soon after this the Church proceeded to the Choics 


and Ordination of two Deacons ||, And ſome Years 
aſter made Choice of a Ruling Elder +. 


Aſter 


| ah. od — cy — — 


In OS. 1642, Rev. Mr. Thompſon with Rev. Mr. Knowles 
of V atertown engaged in a Miſſion to Virginia, upon Letters 


from ſome well-diſpoſed People there to the Miniſters of 


New-Evgland, intreating their compaſſionate Conſiderati- 
on and Relief of their deſtitute Circumſtances for Want of 
good Miniſters to preach the Golpel: But the next Lear 
they were drisen home again by the Government there 
who made this Order, viz That ſuch as would not conform to the 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, [bould by ſuch a Day de- 
part the Country. 

The firſt Deacons of this Church were Mr. Samuel 
Baſs, having been diſmiſs'd and recommended to 
them from the Church in Roxbury, Juh 5 1640. And 
Mr Richard Bracket, who was ordained July 21. 1642. 
having been received to Communion by a Letter recom- 
mendatory from the Church of Boſton, June 26 1642. 

+ Mr. Stephen Kinſl:y of Horcheſter, now Milton. was ordained 
the firſt Ruling-Elder in thi Church, OF, 12. 1653. I 
find in an old Record of Mr. Hynt's, that on 27. March 
1653. Votes were given for Elders, and Deacon Byzcket 
had 18 Votes, Deacon Baſs 15, and Mr. Kir/ley $. I tup- 
poſe Mr. Bracket and Mr. Baſs refung, the Lot tel! upon 
Mr. wary Mr. Francis Eliot and Mr. H"illiam Alice we: e 
ordained Deacons the ſame Day, viz. Ofeb 12. I find in 
the ſame Manuſcript ot Mr, Fynt's ſeveral Perſons were ig 
Nomination for Deacons at this Time, viz. uly 3 1653. 
viz, Mr, Alice who had 21 Votes, Mr. Eliot 17, Mr. Doſcet 
10, Mr, Penniman 2, Mr. Needham 1. The ſucceſſive 
D acons to this Day are theſe, viz Mr. Robert Parmenter 
choſen in the room of Deacon Eliot, who deceaſed Ofob. 
23. 1677 ; and Mr. Samuel Thompſon Son to the Paſtor both 
ordained Nov 2.1679, by the Rev Mr.Fiske. Then ſucceeded 
Mr. Thomas Baſs, Mr. Jaſepb Penniman, Mr. Nathanael 
I ales, afterward ordained Ruling-Elder, viz. Eb 27. 1700, 
by Mr. File: The Rev. Mr. Peter Thacher of Milton, and 
Elder Fobn Rogers of M eymouth joining in the laying on of 
Hands, Mr. Benjamin Savel ſucceeded Mr. Wales in the 
Deaconſhip, then Mr. Moſes Paine who is ti] living in an 
advanced Age, then Mr. Gregory Belcher, who was killed 


by a Plough, July 4. 1727, then Mr. Pater Adams, and | 
| N "LJ Me 
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Aſter the Deceaſe both of the Paſtor and Teacher“ 
the Church fell into unhappy Diviſions, one being ſor 
Paul, and another for Apollos ( as is too oſten theCaſe 
in deſtitute Churches) and were without a ſettled Mi- 
niſtry above four Years, viz. from April 25. 1668, to 
Sept. 11. 1672, when the Rev. Mr. Moſes Ficke was 


peaceably ordained the Paſtor of this Church f. After 


his 


* — 


_ I 2 4 En 


Mr SsamuelSavel were choſen Aug. 21 1727, who are alſo ſtil] 
living. So that there have been 14 Deacons in this Church, 
u d 2 Ruling Elders. Elder Wales died March 23. 
17.49. | 


* Mr. Tlompſon died here Dec. 10, 1668, car. 68. and Mr, 


Flynt, April 27. 1668. 

Mr. Fiynt was Father to the Rev. Mr. Foftah Flynt for- 
me'ly Paſtor of the Church of Chriſt in Dorcheſter, and 
3 of Henry Fh Eſq; ſenior Fellow of Harvard 

0g | | 

During the Time of Mir. Thowpſon's and Mr. Flynt's 
Miriftry, there were 204 adult Members of this Church. 
I have alſo a Record in Mr. Flynt's Manuſcripts of Bap- 
tiſms from April 30. 1643, to March 1.1667,8, though I am 


| jealous there were ſome Omiſſions; the whole Number a- 


mounts to 408. I can't find any Account of Baptiſms in 
rhe Time of Vacancy between Mr. Ahynm's Death and Mr, 
Fiike's Settlement. 3+" * 1 
Mr. Fit being ſent by the Court of Seſſions for the Coun- 
ty of Suffolk, to preach God's Word to the Churc h of Brain- 
trie in their deſtitute divided State. I thought it not amiſs 
to gie a Tranſcript of the Order verbatim, becauſe of the 
Rarity and Succeſs of ſuch an extrarordinary Proceeding. 
Ar a County Court held at Boſton, by Adjournment 23 
of Nov 1671 The Court having taken into Confideratt- 
on the many Means that have been uſed with the Church 
of Braintree and hitherto nothing done to Effect, as to the 
obtaining the Ordinances of Chritt among them: This 
Court therefore orders and defires Mr. Moſes Firke to im- 
prove is Labouwrs in preaching the Word at Braintree un- 
i tne Church there agree and obtain Supply for the Work 
of the Miniſtry, or this Court take further Order. 
This a true Copy as atteſt 
- | Freeprace Bradall Clerk. 
Mr. File obeyed, and went not without the Advice of 
the neign boch ing E'Gers, and preached his firſt a" 
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his Death +, you were happily reſettled in about nine 


Months by the unanimous Call and Ordination of the 


late Rev. Mr. Joſeph Marp, to the paſtoral Office over 
you, viz May 18. 1708, who continued his faithful 
Labours among you till his Tranſlation ||, whoſe Me- 
mory is ſtill precious with you. * 

8 out 


22 * II” on * I a 1 * — * 


here Der. 3.1677. The next Day about 20 of the Bre. 

thren came to viſit him, manifeſting (in the Name of t he 
Church) their ready Acceptance of what the honoured 
Court had done, and thanking him for his Compliance. 
therewith ; and on Feb. 24. following the Church gave 
him a unanimous Call to the paſtoral Office : This Record 
I find in his own Manuſcritts. He was ordained Sept. 11, 
1672; Mr. Eliot prayed and gave the Charge, Mr. Oxen- 
bridge and the Deacons joined in the laying on Hands, Mr. 

Thacber of Boften gave the Right · Hand of Fellowſhip. 

+ Mr. Hike died here Aug 10. 1708, in the 66. Year of his 
Age, and 36, of his Paſtorate. In the Time of his Mini- 
ſtry 147 Members added to the Charch, including him- 
ſelf, Bap iſms 779. No Baptiſms recorded in the Time 
of Vacancy. 

{| Mr. Marſb deceaſed here March 8. 1726. in 41. Year of 

bis Year Age, and 17. of his Paſtorate. The Number of 
Members added to this Church under his Miniſtry, inclu- 
ding himſelf is 102. Baptiſms 288. In the Vacancy be- 
tween his Death and my Settlement, there were 8 Baptiſms. 

This Church claims the Honour of having the Sepul- 
chres of their Prophets with them to this Day. Mr. Thomp- 
ſon's Grave-Stone is ſtill ſtanding, Mr. Hynes Monument is 
ſtill to be ſeen, tho* much gone to decay, but I hope ro 
ſee the Tomb of the Propbet rebuilt. | 
Mr, Ficke and Mr. AMarſb lie together in the ſame Tomb 
under a handſome Monument of Stone, on » hich there is 
now to be ſeen the following Inſcription. Viz. 
| Braintree") Thy Prophet's gone this Tomb intets, 
The Rev. Moſes Fiike his ſacted Heiſe 
Adore Heaven's praiſeful Art that form'd the Man, 
Who Souls not to himſelf, but Chriſt oft won. 
Sail'd thro' the Straits with Peter's Family, 
Renoxn'd, and Gaius: Hoſpitality. | 
Paul's Patience, Jame's Prudence, Fobn's ſweet Love, 
Is landed, enter'd, clear'd, and crown'd above, * 
| ere 
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Your preſent unworthy Paſtor was quietly ſettled 
here Nov. 2. 1726, in about eight Months after the 
Deceaſe of your late Rev. Paſtor, and hath been wirb 
you in Weakneſs, and in Fear, and in much Trembling, 


almoſt thirteen Years in the paſtoral Relation f. God 


hath ſo increaſed and multiplied you, that two diſtin 
Pariſhes have ſwarmed from you +: So that there 
are now in the Town three worſhipping Aſſem- 


1 — — 
* * _— —_ — a—_ 


„ 


— 4 


Here follows the Inſcription upon the Monument o- 
ver the reverend and learned Mr. Leonard Hoar, D. M. 
and ſome Time Preſideut of Harvard College, who died 
Nov 28. 1675. tat. 45. and lies inte rr'd here. | 

Three precious Friends under this Tomb-Stone lie, 
Patterns to Aged, Youth, and Infancy. 
A great Mother, her learned Son, with Child, 
The firſt and leaſt went free, He was exil'd. - 
In Love to Chriſt, this Country, and dear Friends; 

He left his own, croſs'd Seas, and for amends ; 
Was here extoll'd, envy'd, all in a Breath, 
His noble Conſort leaves is drawn to Death. 
Strange Changes may befall ns c'te we die, 
Bleſt they who well arrive Eternity. BE 
God grant ſome Names, O thou New-Zzgland's Friend, 
Don't ſooner fade than thine, it Times don't mend. 

His aged and pious Relict the late Madam ber, was 
brought hither from Boſton, and intert'd in the Cime Grave, 
May 30. 1723, according to her Deſire. | 

+ In this Time there have been added to the Church, inclu- 
ding my ſelf 105. So that the whole Number of Church- 
Members from the Foundation of it to this Time, amounts 
to 558. Bapriſms ſince mySertlement are in Number 278. 
The whole Number of Baptiſms upon Record amoun's 
to 1761. . | 
+ The firſt Precinct was voted Nov. 3. 1708, confirmed by 
the Gereral Conrt, Nov. 5. following. The Rev. Mr. 
Hugh Adams was ordained the Paſtor of the Church there 
10 Sept. 1707, when the Church was alſo gathered: But 
removed 22 Aus 1710. The Rev, Mr. Samuel Niles is the 
prefent Paſtor of it, ordained the 23. May 17511. The 
ſecond Precinct was vored, March 13.1726, . and foon after 
confirmed by theGeneraiCourr. The rhiraChurch of Chriſt 
was gathered May 28 1731. The Rev. Mr. Elip.r Eaton 
ordained the Paltor of it, June 2 following. 
blies 
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blies of our own Denomination, beſide one of the 
Church of England +. { 1: lad 

This is the third Houſe || in which we are now 
worſhiping, that we and our Fathers have built for 
rhe. publick. Worſhip of God: May the Lord. baue 
Reſpect unto us, and unto our Offerings,& fill this Houſe 
with his glorious Preſence, making the Glory of b 
latter Houſe greater than of the former. | 

Great is the Liberty wherewith Chriſt made our Fa- 
thers free, and in the Defence whereof they endured 
Hardneſs as good Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt; and ſpent 
much Blood and Treaſure ; and ſo have left this good 
Land and many invaluable Privileges for an Jnbers- 
tance unto their Children, Your Fathers, Where are 
they > * And the Prophets, Do they lius for ever, 
8 But 


3 — — _— a * 1 = . 2 


+ The Church of Exgland in: this Place within the >. 
paſs of 340 Years have had feveral Miſſionaries from the. 
Soc iety in London for propaga ing the Goſpel, beſides oc- 
caſtonal Preachir g, viz. The Rev. Mr Bartlet Mr. Eagers, 
bur they ſoon rertucn'd : The Rev. Mr. Miller, the preſent 
Miſſionary, opened his Miſſion here Dec. 25: 1727. 

j| This latter beautiful Houſe was raited Fuly 27, 28, 29. 
1731. was finiſhed and dedicated OFob. 8. 1732, in 
peaceable Times. The Text preached upon at the Dedi- 
cation was Jai 60 13. The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was then adminiftred. At the ſame Time alſo we 
began to read the holy Scriptures in Courſe in the publick 

Aſſembly. | | 

N B Madam Mary Norton, Reſict of the late reverend 
and learned Mr, Fohn Norton of Hingham, the ſame Day 
preſented to the Church a very handſome Velvet Cuſhion 

for the Pulpir, 

* I obferve in looking over the Names of the firſt Inhabi- 
rants here, that many ancient Families are extinct, and 
their Names loft. Again, ſome Families have multiplied 
at a great Rate: Particularly, Mr. Samuel Baſs's who 
himſeit lived to the Age of 94, and died Dec. 30. 1694: 
having been Deacon of this Church above 30 Years. At 
his Death he was rhe Father, Grand father, and Great» 
gend father of 162 Chi'd:cn. | us 

Mrs. Sarah Penniman hits youngeſt Daughter and Reli 
ef Deacon Penniman, and formerly Wife of Deacon Stone 
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But thro' the kind Indulgence of Heaven and the 
tender Mercies of our God, the Children of bis Servants 
do continue, and their Seed is eſtabliſhed before bim; ſo 
that inſtead of the Farbers are the Children. 

Now it ſhould be our great Care to ſtand faſt in 10 
Liberty of our Fathers, and remember their great Er- 
rand into this Wilderneſs, which was the Advancement 
of the Glory of God, and their own ſpiritual Intereſt 
in the Enjoyment of the pure Ordinances and Worſhip 


—_—_— 
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of H atertown, is now living among us, and was at our 
Communion this Day, in good Health and of a ſound 
Mind. She was baptiſed in this Church, April 30. 1643. 
reccived to Communion May 4. 1662. She is now at leaſt 
in the 9. Year of her Life. 

I think it is alſo worthy of Notice, that 7 Brethren and 

Siſters, Children of the late Mr. Stephen Paine, and Grand- 

% Children of Deacon Baſs, are now living together, the 

youngeſt whereof is 68, and the eldeſt died fince the Wri- 
ting this, viz on Dec. 10 1739, 86 Years old, 

There have been alſo ſeveral other Inftances of Longe- 
vity among us, viz, Mr. Francis Newcomb who died here 
May 27. 1692 upwards of an hundred, Mr. Lawrence 
Copeland, who died here Dec. 30. 1699, at leaft an hundred 
Years old. Betty Suchunmug, Indian, was reckon'd an hun- 
dred Years old at her Death. 

There have been two remarkable Inftances of ſudden 
Death in the Houſe of God in the Time of divine Ser- 
vice, viz, Mrs, Lydia Saunders who ſunk down in her Seat 
and died inftantly, March 9. 1711,12. A. M. in a good 
old Age. And Mr. Joſeph Parmenter who dropt down 
Dead in the Pulpit, Eb. 20. 17 37,8. A. M. in the 82. Year 
of his Age. ; 

Here follow ſome other Inſtances of the Increaſe and 
Proſperity of ſome Families among us, viz. Mr. Henry Neal 
the Father of 21 Children, written on his Grave-Stone. 
Mr. William Rawfon the Father of 20 living Children by 
one Wife. A remarkable Inſtance of Fruitfulneſs has been 
noticed, in the ſecond Pariſh of this Town, viz That in 
the Term of 25 Years from the Settlement of the Rev. 
Mr. Niles, 60 Chiidren were born at 30 Births : Of which 
Number Mrs. Arnold had 4 at two Births in the Space of 

eleven Months, I think it is remarked that Twin Chil- 
dren have more commonly had Twins than others, 


of 
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of God: Ler us purſue this glorious Deſign and build 
on their Foundation. Why ſhould any envy us the 
Enjoyment of our civil and religious Intereſts and ſeek 
our Hurt? 

Let us cheerfully caſt in our Mite this Day for the 
Defence of (what is apprehended ) a common Cauſe |]. 
God grant that all who love and feek the Proſperity 
of theſe Churches may proſper. ' 

Oh that God would pour out his Spirit upon his Ser- 
vants, and his Bleſſing upon our Offspring, and by his 
Spirit and Power turn the Hearts both of Parents and 
Children unto rhe Lord God of our Fathers; and rhe diſe 
obedient to the Wiſdom of the Fuſt, to make ready a Peo- 
ple prepared for the Lord, 

1 would addreſs the Childten of this Church in the 
folemn Language of David, in his dying Charge to his 
Son, And thou Solomon my Son, Know theu the God of 
thy Father, and ſerve bim "with a perſect Heart, and 
- ewith a willing Mind, — if thou ſeek him he will be 
found of thee ; but i thou forſake him be will caſt thee 
F for ever. 

Have we not great Reaſon to humble our ſelves un- 
der the Decay of vital Piety, and the Tokens of God's 
Diſplesſure ? Flow is rhe Gold become dim, and the moſt 
fine Gold changed ? Where is the primitive Faith, Zeal 
and Purity of our Fathers? Is this cur Kindneſs to cur 
Friend? to our Father that hath bought us? 

Shall not God's Soul depart from us for theſe Things? 
Is not rhe Glory departing from the Houſe of the Lord, 
and the folemn Adminiſtrations of it > Oh let us la 
ment for it, ſaying, Ah Lord, and ah his Glory ! 
Where is the Lord God of Elijab? Inquire ye, Return, 
come. As it ſollous in our Context, Then he remembred 
the Days of old, Moſes and his People, ſaying, where is 
he that broughr them up out of the Sea, with the Sep- 
herd of his Fleck? Where is be that put his Holy Spirse 


tt. — _—— — — —_ 


The Support of the Rev. Mr. Torry in the Defence of the 
minifterial Lands in Narraganſet, againſt the Claims of the 
Rev. Dr. McSparran, a Miſſionary of the Church of Eng- 
land; our Collection amounted to eleven Pound ſeven Shil- 

lines, an handſome Proportion, * 1 Chron 20.9. 
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aui thin him? To make kim an everlaſiing Name © Lock 
down from Heaven, and bekold frem the Habit ation ofthy 
Holineſ of 1hy Glory : Where is rb: Zeal, thy Strength, 
and the jounding of thy Bowel; & of thy Merci:s? Are they 
reſirained * Doubtieſs thou arr our Father, tho Abraham 
be ignorant of us, and tjracl acknoawiege us nor : Thou, 
O Lord, art our Father, cur Redeemer, thy Name is from 
Everlaſting. | 

Let us remember from whence we are fallen, & return 
to the Lord, and he will return to us. Let us ſeriouſly. 
conſider wherein we cught to return That ſhould be 
our very ſerious Inquiry in Mal 3 75. WHerein ſhall ave 
return? We have the Anſwer of God to his People 
Iſrael in the five following Veiſes, which you may read 
and digeſt at your Leiſure +. | 
Bleſfed be. God that we enjoy ſo much Peace and 
Quietneſs in this Place under our different Appreben. 
ſions and Modes of Worſhip : And if I have ſomewhat 
boaſted of you for your Peaceableneſs, Prudence and 
Charity, I hope you will not make my glorying void *. 

Wherefore 


1 — 


—— A a 


+ How applicable theſe Words are to God's People in this 
Land under the preſent Oppreſſion of the ſacred Miniſtry, 
is obvious 10 every one that is wile to diſcern the Signs of 
the Times. I firmly believe that moſt of the fierce Con- 
tentions that have riſen in theſe Churches of late Y ears, 
are ou ing to the aepreciating Nature of the Bills of Cre- 
dit, whereby the People have been deceived, and many of 
God's faithful Miniſters have ſuffered Loſs. Some of them 
have been expoſed to the cruel Hatred of their Peop e 
by being obliged to ſue out their honeſt Contracts, in the 
common Law, and then been forced to accept a Diſmiſſion 
from then! Churches,contrary torheLaw ofSelf Preſervation 

I verily think the Conduct of this Church and Congrega- 

tion, towards our Brethren of the Church of Exgland has 

been chriflian and exemplary : I'll menticn ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces of it, to the Glory cf God, and their Preiſe. In the 

Vacincy before the Rev. Mr. Miller received holy Orders 

for this Place, thi: Church admitted to their Communion 

all ſuch Members of the Church of Eneland, as defired '© 
have occifhoral Communion Vith us, and alloued them 
what Poſture of Devotion they pleas'd, and they uſed to 

reecive the Sacrament ſtending. 1 


* 
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N. B. It is pertinently obſerved: by the ſorementioned in- 
genious Author of the Anſwer to the printed Letter &c. re- 
lating to the Narraganſet Affair. That tho' by Virtue 
c of Communion of Churches congreg ationa Churches 
« admit to occaſional Fellowſhip the pit Members of the 
« Church of England, as well as of all other Proteſtant 
« Churches, without obliging them to on our Covenant, 
«© or lubmit to our Government ; yet it is the moſt known 
« and avowed Principle of congregational Churches from their 
« Original, that as the Matter of chriſtian Churches is vi- 
« ſible Saints; ſo the Form of particular Churches which 
« diftinguiſhes them from others, is only the mutual Cove- 
« nant between their Members, whereby they are eſpecĩ- 
« ally bound and join'd to each other in one Society Till 
« therefore the Members of other Churches are recciv'd by 
% Covenant, we do not account them Members of thoſe ' 
« Churches they hold occaſional Feillowſbip with, nor enter 
ce them into our Record of Members; but account them Mem- 
4 bers of thoſe other Churches, rho* they live ever fo long, 
« and have Fellosſhip with us. 

Upon Mr. Miller's coming, this Pariſh reimburſed ( ac- 
cording to their own previous Vote) to rhe declared Mem- 
bers of the Church of Erelard, their Proportion of the 
Charge of my Settlement, and generouſly exe them 
from any further Pay ments towards my Supporf. And this 
was done before ever ν Act of this Nature paſt'd in the 
Government. The Vote above teferted to, is in theſe 
Words, viz EEE 

&« Braintree North-Precin®, May 29th 1727. | 
c. = Veſey, Benjamin Veſey, Henry Turner Samuel Payne 

« and Samuel Hayden pertonaily appearing at this 
« Mectivggand deſiring that the Cite of their being late- 
« ]atelv taxed to the Settlement and Suvport of Mr. Toba 
*« Hancock, might be conſidered by the Precinct, and that 
* they might be relieved in the Premiſes. 

« The Queſtion was put by the Moderator, Whether 
& he Piecinct will retmburſe Fobn Peſey, Benjamin] eſey, Henry 
« Turner, Samuel Payne and Samuel Hayden the Sum or 
4. Sims they are or ſhall be aſſeſſed, & that ſhall or may 
& be collected of them, for the Ordination Charge, and 
ce Settlement of our Rev. Paſtor, Mr. Jobn Hancock, w hen 
& they ſhall have a Miniſter of the Church of England 
& ſertled and ſuppor cd among them ? It paſs'd in the 
« Affirmative. | 

5 A true Copy from Braintree North Precin Rc cords, 
Joln Adams Pic cinct Clerk. ; 
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Wherefore let us all ſtudy to be quiet, follow after the 
Things which make for Peace, and T1 bings wherewtth 


one may edify a not her. If it be poſſible as much as lierh 


in you, live peaceably with all Min: Above all Things 
put on Charity which is the Bond of Perfettneſs, Thi; 
is the Bond of Union, the Cement of Societies, with. 
out which they will ſoon disband and be diſſol ved. 
Zest bratherly Love continue 

Let us begin our ſecond Century with new and bets. 


ter Frames, Tempers and Reſolutions than we have e- 


ver had; and make it our conſtant and zealous En. 


deavour to expreſs a grateful Sznſe of the divine Fa- 
Vvaurs in the Virtues and Praiſes of a Life devoted to 


God: As a choſen Generation, a peculiar People, ſpeww- 
ing forth rhe Praiſes of him who hath called us out of 


Darkneſs into this marvellous Light and Liberty, and 
_ commandinz our Children and Houſholds to keep the Way 


of rhe Lord — that the Lord may abundantly bleſs us 
in all our Generations. I will make thy Name to be re- 
membre1 in all Generations, therefore ſhall the People 
praiſe ibee for ever and ever ||. | 

2 Lt us all be exhorted to mention to the Praiſe 
of God, the great Goodneſs which he hath beſtowed 
on his Churches and People in this Land, 


"|. AD A 


I can't well help inſerting here the fellovingParagraph 
out of Mr. Rapin, which will pleaſe the ingenious Reader. 
Upon Charles Vth's reſigning the Empire to his Brother 
Ferdinand he delighted very much in mechanicalCuricfitics, 
and particularly had great Variety of Clocks which he 
tried a long Time to cauſe to ſtrike exactly together, but 
could never bring it about; Whereupon he broke out in- 
to this remarkable Exclamation; “ How vain and fool- 
« jfh is it for Princes to endeavour to make all their Sub- 
t jects to be of one Mind in Religion, whcn no Art is able 
% ro make a few Clocks ſtrike together. 

This u as truly a wiſe Reflection worthy to be inſcribed 
in Letters of Gold, upon the Door Poſt; of every Poten- 
tate and Prince on Earth: And has been eſtabliſhed by 
the Unſucce sfulneſs of the ſeveral Acts of Uniformity, 

aſ.d in ſe /e al Reigns of the Biitzſh Monarchs, ſince the 
Ren : And i, juſtified by the preſent Tolera: ion. 


{ Pſalm 45. ult. 
It 
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It is certain God did great Things and marvellous 
for our Fathers, in their firſt Plantation & Settlement 
in this Country, when it was a Land nat ſown, and poſ- 
ſeſs'd by brutiſh Salvages. Our Fathers ſaw the Hand 


and Work of God and were glad; and they frequent 


ly met together for religious Conference, o mention the 
Loving kindneſſos of the Lord, and the Praiſes of the 
Lord, according to all that be had beſtowed on them. 
They ſpake often one to another of theſe Things to 
the Praiſe of God, and their mutual Edification and 
Comfort. | 
And it becomes us allo the Poſterity of thoſe great 
and good Men, who bare rhe Heat and Burden f the 
Day to ſpeak of them with Pleaſure and Gratitude, 
The Preparation and Room God made before our 
Fathers f ſhould be marvellous in our Eyes, and is 
worthy of a very particular Remembrance ; as for In- 
ſtance, in a great Plague/that befel the Natives in News 
% England, which waffed them exceedingly two or 
three Years before the coming of the Eoglith ; by 
* which ſo many of them died, that the living were 


— 
- 


* * - 92 


Rev. Mr. Prince in his Chronological Hiſtory of New- Zng- 
land, has carefully collected the Memoirs of ancient Things 
for the Inſtruction of this and ſucceeding Generations: A 
Work ot vaſt Labour and general Uſefulneſi, deſerving the 
Praiſe and Acceptance of the Multitude of his Brethren. And 
may it pleaſe the ſovereign God to lengthen out his uſeful 
Life, for the finiſhing this great Undertaking, and farther 
Services in the Church of Chriſt. | 


I ſhall take the Liberty of tranſcribing ſome material 


FR from his Hiſtory ro my preſent Purpoſe. 
*« Divers Attempts, lays he, are made to ſettle this 


© rough and northern Country: Firſt by the French who 


„% would fain account 1: Part of Canada. And then by 


* the Engliſß, and both from meer ſecular Views ; but 
© ſuch a Train of Croſſes accompany theſe Defigns of 
* both the Nations, that they ſeem to give it over as not 
© worth the planting : Till a pious People of England not 
© there allowed to worſhip their Maker according to his 
. Inſtitutions only, without the Mixture of hamane Ce- 
©« remontzs, are ſpirited to attempt the Settlement; that 


6© here they might enjoy a Worſhip pucely (criptura i, and 


$ leave the (ame to their Poſterity. ; 
6 
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« not able to bury them, and theirSkulls and Bones re- 
4 mained above Ground at the Places of their Ha- 
_* hitations for ſeveral Years after. | 
God hereby teſtifying that the Iniquity of the Amo. 


on on full & that he was making Room for a better 

eople. | a 
« So remarkable alſo was the Providence of God 

* in conducting Our Fathers to the Place where they 


* at firſt ſat down, + for it was beſide their Delign 


«to ſettle on this northern Shore; being bound to 


« ſome unknown Country further ſouthward about 


« Hudfons River : But by their being guided- hither 
© they then unknowingly eſcaped the greateſt Dan- 
« ger of falling among the Multitude of Salvages at 


* that Time filling the Countries about Hudſos's River, 


« and were land:d in a Place of greater Safety, where 
« God prepared the Way for this feeble Company by 
« thinning the Natives, 

And as evident an Interpoſition of Providence was 
* the extraordinary Reſtraints laid upon thoſe that 
« furviv'd that were diſpoſed to do hurt to God's li- 
« tle Flock in this Wilderneſs The whole Number 


* that arrived at Cape Cod Harbour conſiſting but of 


« 101 Souls. | | 
Thus God was pleaſed in a wonderful and e xtraor- 
dinary manner, to introduce and ſettle this handful of 
People on this ſtrange and diſtant Shore; and to pre- 
ſerve them alive, and eſtabliſh them thro? a Series of 
kind and powerful Providences, in the midſt of an in- 
finite Variety of diſtreſſing Difficulties and Dangers. 


—_ 


J. It was on the th of Nov. 1620. that they made Land, 
« aficr long beating the Sea; and on; 1ſt of Dec. follow» 
« ing, they kept their firft Sabbath on the main Land, at 
* the Place now. well known by the Name of Plymouth, 
« At this Time Mr, Prince fixes the Era of their Settle- 
«© ment here. | — 

* « Within five Months Time, above half their Company 
« are carried off by Sickneſs; whom they account as 
« dying in this noble Cauſe, whoſe M-mort:s they con- 

4 ſecrate to the dear Eſteem of their Succeſſots; and bare 
all with a chriſtian Foru:ude and Patience, as exitaordl- 
« nary as thcir Trials. . 


We 


a—_ wy 5 @ © _ ww was 
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We have heard with our Ears, O God, our Fathers 
have told us, what Work thou didſt for them in their 
Days, in the Times of old: How thou didſt drive out 
the Heathen with thy Hand, and plantedſt them, how 
thou didſt afflict the People, and caſt them out: For 
they got not the Land in Poſſe ſſion by their own 
Sword, neither did their own Arm ſave them; but thy 
Right Hand and thine Arm, and the Light of thy 
Countenancesbecauſe thou hadſt aFavour unto them. 

Thus God brought a Vine into this Land from a far 


Country, and caſt out the Heathen and planted it, he pre- 


pared Room before it and did cauſe it to take deep Root, 
and it is filling the Land. She ſent ous ber Boughs in- 
ro the Sea, and her Branches unto the River. Return 
ne beſeech thee, O God of Hoſts, lock down from Heaven, 
and behold and viſit this Vine, and the Vineyard which 
thy Right Hand hath planted, and the Branch that 
thou madeſt ſtrong for thy ſelf. So vill not wwe go back 
from thee, Quicken us, and we ll call upon thy Name. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of Hoſts, cauſe thy Face to 
Hine, and we ſpall bs ſaved | 

God enabled our Fathers to do Wonders in their In- 
fant-State, both in the Wars of rhe Lord againſt a bars 
barous Enemy, and in Works of Piety. 

But one of the moſt memorable Inſtances of a pub- 
lick heroick Spirit in our Anceſtors, is the founding 
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|| Pſalm 44. begin. + Pſalm So. 8, &. 
* A General Court held at Boſton, Sept. 8. 1636. advanced 


i. 409 towards building a College. "Iv 
The Rev, Mr. Jebn Harvard of Charleflozon ſoon after 
bequeathed 1.779 175. 2 d. towards the Work, from 

v hom the College took its Name. — 
The College was founded in 1639. It has now fom- 
pleated its i-ft Century, 
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among the Provinces. 


A Memorial of GOD's Grodnt/s. 


The - Praiſe of it is in all the 


Churches ot our Lord Je ſus Chriſt in this Land, and 


Churches in diſtant Provinces alſo have been richly 


furniſhed with able and faithful Miniſters from this 
flouriſhing Seminary, Scarce any one Town in this 
Province hath reaped greater Advantage from it than 
this ; there having been graduated in it if I miſtake 
not 49 of the Children of this People, and 42 of them 
out of this Pariſh ; many of whom have done worthily 
and been famous both in Church and State *, 


: To 


2 


—- 


* One of the higheſt Characters in the Government hath 


been raiſed up from hence, viz our late Hon. Agent, 
Ep iu ND Quincy, Eſq; my honoured and dear Friend. 
The General Aſſembly have given Orders to erect to his 

recious Memory a handſome Monument upon his Grave 
in Bunbill-Fields, London, with this elegant Latin Inſcripti- 
on, viz. * 


Ep tv ND, Quincy Armigeri, Patria Nov- Angli Maſſa- 


_ chuſettenſjs, Viri Pietate, Prudentia, ct bonis Literis, ſpectati 
hic de poſitæ ſunt Reliquiæ. 


Qui variis ab incunte Ætate Muneribus in Re tam ci- 
vili, quam militari a ſuis ſibi Commiſſis (his præſertim Re- 
gi a Conciliis, Curiæ ſupremæ Judicatoriz Juſticiatii, et 
Militum Tribuni) ſumma Facultate, et ſpectata Fide 
Functus, Laudem merito adeptus eſt. 

Re Patriæ ſuæ publica poſtulante ad Aulam Britannican 
legatus eſt Proteftus, ut Jura ſuorum et Commoda pro- 


Curaret. 


23 os > — — 


Var iolis Arreptus, Morte piæmatura obiir, et cum eo 
Emolumenra, quz in ejus Legat ione, ſumma cum Spe re- 
poſita erant, omnibus ſais Popularibus penitus deſiderabilis, 
deceſſit, at nullis magis quam Pattio Senatui, qui in Amor is 
Teſtimonium et Gratitudinis, ejus Tumulo hoc Epitaphi- 
=> inſcribi curaverunt. Obiit Londini, Feb, 23. 1737. 

tat. 57. 

For the Sake of the Engiiſh Reader I have tranſlated 
it into Engliſh as follows. 

Here are depoſited the Remains of ED ND Quincy 
Eſq; Native of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay in Neu England, a 
Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed Piety, Prudence and Learning. 
Who early metied Praiſe, for diſcharging with the 
greateſt Ability and approved Integrity, the various Im- 

ploy ments 
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To this pious Foundation we owe in great Meaſure 
the. Preſervation and Security of our religious Intereſts, 
and even the Form of Religion among us. May it e- 


ver flouriſh under the Smiles of Heaven, the Liberality 


and tender Care of the Government |], and the Bene» 


factions of other pious Friends. Hence what a plea- 


ſant Thing is it to ſee the Goſpel carried into the Wil- 
derneſs with all our new Settlements There being 
a rich Supply of good Miniſters for them all, and for 
ſeveral Aſſemblies of chriſtianized Indians in diverſe 
Parts of the Province. May all the Churches of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſtand and flouriſh under the tender 
Care of the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 

And now ſeeing God has done ſo many &wonderfut 
Works. for us, may we not receive them as ſo many 


.Earneſts of his Goodneſs for the Time to come? Let 


. _—_ a 
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ountry intruſted him with (theſe eſpecially, as one of 
his Majeſty's Council, a Juſtice of the ſupreme Court of 
Judicature, and Colonel of a Regiment of Foot. 
The publick Affairs of his Country ſo requiring, he em- 
barked their Agent to the Court of Great Britain in order 
to ſecure their Rights and Privileges. 9 
Being ſeized with the Small Pox, he died 3 premature 
Death, and with him, the Advantages expected from 
his Agency with the greateft Proſpect of Succeſs: He de- 
parted the Delight of his own People, but of none more 
than the Senate, who as a Teſtimony of their Love and 
Gratirude have ordered this Epitaph to be inſcribed on his 
Monument +. He died at London, Feb. 23. 1737. in 
.  #he;55th Year of his Age. | 


A The Monument it ſelf was raiſed. at the Expence of 
the Government; viz. 7. wenty Pound Sterling. 


The late Liberality of the Government to the Rev. avd 
Hon Mr. Preſident Holyoke is an acceptable and freſh In- 

ſtance of their paternal Care for the Proſperity of the 
College, 

* Among whom Thomas Hollis, Eſq, the late munificent 
Founder of the Di, inity and Mathematical Profeſſorſhips 
in Hayvard College, ſhould be always mention'd with 


particular Eſteem. | 
bet us 


* ployments, both in the civil and military Affairs that his 
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36 A Memorial of GOD's Goodneys. 
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-us humbly plead God's former Zoving-kindneſſes, in our 
1 Interceſſtons for all the farther Diſplays of Mercy we 
| ' heed. f , Hywo bxtellens i thy Loving kindneſs, O God ? 


"Therefore rhe ay of Men put ibeir Truſt under rhe 
* Shadow of thy Wings. £0 | eee 320] 

Let us humbly beſeech the glorious God to appear 
in his Glory and build up Zion, to re vive his Work in 
the midſt-of the Years, and pour out his Spirit on all 
Fleſh, and remove the ſniquity of this Land, and of 
this Church in oe Day. That he may be with us as 
he hath been with our Fathers, and never leave nor 
forſak= us. O that our Prayers and Praiſes, with our 
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APPENDIX 


A Copy of the original Covenant at the Gather- 
ing of the Church of Curisr in Braintree, 
Sept. 16. 1639. 


| Alms may, come up for a Memorial before God this 
| Day. Now therefore in ths Sight of all Iſrael, the Con. 
ih gregation of the Lord, and is the Audience of our God, 
FLY keep and ſeek for all rhe Commandments of the Loyd your 
#6 Gd, that ye may poſſeſs this good Land, and leave it for 
\'4 an Inheritance for your Children after you for ever +, 

| Nou bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, Com: everlaſt- 

5 ing and to everlaſting, Amen and Amen. 

1 Numb. 14.17 20, Joel 3. 17. Plal.36 7. + 1 Chron. 28.8. 


WE poor unworthy Creatyres who have ſome Time 

lived without Chriſt and without God in the 

World; and fo have deſerved rather Fellowſhip with 

' the Devil and bis Angels, than with God & hisSaints : 
Being called of God out of this World to the Fellow. 
' ihip of Chriſt by the Mwiſtry of. the Goſpel ; and our 

| um Us arts ſtirred up by his gracious Spirit, and made wi 
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ling to join together iu Church Feilowſhip ; do = 7 
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APPENDIX. 37 f 
Help and Strength of Chriſt renounce the Devil, the 
wicked World, and the ſinful Fleſh, with all the Rem- 
nants of antichriſtian Pollution, wherein ſometimes we | 
' have walked, and all our former evil Ways, and do | 
give up our ſelves firſt to God the Father, Son and | 
Holy Ghoſt, and offer up our profeſſed Subjection to 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the only Prieſt, Prophet and 
King of his Church, beſeeching him in his rich Grace 
and free Mercy to accept us for his People in theBlood 
of his Covenant: And we give up our ſelves alſo one 
to another by the Will of God, promiſing in the Name 
and Power of Jeſus Chriſt, who worketh in us both to 
will and to do according to his good Pleaſure, to wor- 
ſhip the Lord in Spirit and Truth, and to walk in bro- 
therly Love, and the Duties thereof, according to the 
Rule of the Goſpel, to the common Edification of the 
Body, and of each Member therein ; and to be guided 
in all Things according to God's revealed Will, ſeek- 
ing to advance the Glory of Jeſus Chriſt our Head, 
both in Church and brotherly Communion ; thro” the 
Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, which he hath promiſed 
to his Church : And we do manifeſt our joint Conſent 
herein this Day, in the Preſence of the Lord, and this 
Aſſembly, by this our preſent publick Profeſſion, and 
PV giving to one another the Right Hand of Fellow- 
= 
n | William Thompſon, (Paſtor) 
Henry Flynr, ( Teacher ) 
George Rofe, | 
Stephen Ninſlay, (Elder) | 
John Daſſett, 8 | 
William Potter, 
Martin S1unders, 
Gregory Belcher, - 
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EN M ͤ 
Age 2. Line 27. for greateſt read grateful. P. 9. J. 17. r. | 
Sautre. P. 10 |. 22.r. Martyrdom P 14. J. 35 r. Empioy- | 
ment, P. 18.1, 22 r. 1624. 23 r. Nantasket. P.25.1 4. F. 170 ³ 
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